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              The Institute 
The A

rnold B
ergstraesser Institute (A

B
I) is an inde-

pendent non-profit research institute for the purpose 
of com

parative analysis of developm
ent issues in A

f-
rica, A

sia and Latin A
m

erica. 
Founded in 1959 by A

rnold B
ergstraesser, then a pro-

fessor of political science and sociology at the U
niver-

sity of Freiburg, the institute now
adays has a perm

a-
nent research staff of about ten and a num

ber of affili-
ated researchers. The Institute is able to provide office 
space for P

h. D
. candidates and visiting scholars.  

  

 Fields of research 
The Institute focuses on basic research in the social 
sciences, often com

plem
ented by projects of applied 

research. It is also engaged in teaching and training, 
e. g. university sem

inars and non-university training 
courses in developm

ent studies. C
o-operation in re-

search w
ith non-E

uropean universities has a long tra-
dition. The m

ajority of A
B

I research projects are inter-
cultural, em

pirical and interdisciplinary.  

A
reas of basic research: 

• 
genesis, containm

ent and regulation of ethnic and 
regional conflicts in the Third W

orld; 
• 

issues of governance: 
- parliam

ents, parties, elections and dem
ocratisa-

tion in countries of the S
outh; 

- structure and functions of public sector m
anage-

m
ent in developing countries; 

- regional and m
ultilateral co-operation in interna-

tional relations and global governance; 
• 

education and political developm
ent; 

• 
m

igration and developm
ent; 

• 
culture and developm

ent; 
• 

developm
ent policy in theory and practice. 

          A
pplied research and consultancy cover the follow

ing 
topics: 
• 

basic education, form
al and non-form

al training; 
• 

local governance, decentralisation and urban de-
velopm

ent; 
• 

prom
otion of dem

ocracy and political education; 
• 

international election observation; 
• 

feasibility and evaluation studies. 
 

 Library 
The Institute’s specialised social-science reference 
library on non-European countries houses about 
80,000 volum

es and 400 periodicals. The library is 
open to the public. 

Publications 
R

esearch findings of the Institute are published in 
m

onographs or articles in specialised journals. Be-
side som

e series, the Institute regularly publishes the 
journal 

Internationales 
Asienforum

 
/ 

International 
Q

uarterly for Asian Studies w
hich is of high repute. 

 A
dm

inistration 
D

irector: 
D

r H
eribert W

eiland, professor of political science, 
Freiburg. 
A

dvisory com
m

ittee: 
D

r Theodor H
anf, honorary professor of political 

science, Freiburg; director, International C
entre for 

H
um

an S
ciences (U

N
ESC

O
), B

yblos, Lebanon. 
D

r Jürgen R
üland, professor of political science, 

U
niversity of Freiburg. 

B
oard of trustees: 

The Institute's board of trustees are draw
n m

ostly 
from

 the Arnold Bergstraesser school of social sci-
ence. C

hairm
an is D

r D
r h. c. D

ieter O
berndörfer, 

professor em
eritus, D

irector of the Institute 1964-
2000.  
S

ince D
ecem

ber 2000, an A
dvisory C

om
m

ittee 
prom

otes the interests of the Institute in the public. 
Its m

em
bers are leading personalities of public and 

business life. Its chairw
om

an is M
argret B

öhm
e. 

 


