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Abstract: 

Despite widespread criticism and concerns about their impacts on climate change, fossil fuel energy 

sources like coal still contribute a significant share to global energy supply. In Indonesia, they are 

perceived to play a pivotal role in meeting future energy demands and ensuring economic growth and 

development. With a share of nearly 60 percent, coal is the country’s most important source for power 

generation and the national energy planning foresees the construction of dozens of additional coal 

power plants. This policy contradicts the government’s climate goals, has severe socio-economic 

implications for local communities living near mining and power plant sites, leads to environmental 

destruction, and implies a potential fossil fuel lock-in for the decades to come. Therefore, especially 

the extraction and use of coal, including the widespread practices of corruption connected to them, 

has become increasingly contested by local communities and domestic NGOs. Based on the Gramscian 

concept of hegemony, the paper looks at how – despite these contradictions and the negative social 

and environmental impacts from coal – the Indonesian government and business actors intend to 

organize societal consent for the maintenance of the current energy model. Moreover, it assesses how 

it has been contested and challenged by other actors. 

The paper is part of my PhD project on energy politics in Indonesia and Brazil. Its objective is to 

understand what determines energy politics in the two countries and how hegemonic energy projects 

have been maintained and contested. The starting point for the project was to understand the 

mismatch between the climate leadership ambitions of Brazil and Indonesia since the early 2000s and 

the expansion of fossil fuel use (accompanied by a growing share of energy-related GHG emissions) in 

both countries. Based on several months of field research in both countries and at international climate 

summits, I analyze recent energy policy-related contestations between different stakeholders and 

situate them in the wider political-economic context. The analytical approach is based on theoretical 

concepts of Antonio Gramsci. Apart from understanding the impacts of political-economic structures 

and means of coercion, this involves looking at how consent for a hegemonic mode of energy 

production is being generated in the two states. The paper focuses on the consent dimension of my 

research and looks specifically at the Indonesian case. Inter alia, I combine the consent dimension with 

a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) approach. 
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